
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

Cleveland Comedy Festival Inc 
 
  
Your Project Title: 2018 Class Clown Comedy Education Program 

Your Project Summary: The 2016 Class Clown Comedy Education program teaches the basics of stand-

up comedy for youth ages 11-17. It consists of four weekend classes with individualized instruction with 

Cleveland Comedy Festival comedians/directors and culminates in a graduation performance for family and 

friends during the annualCleveland Comedy Festival. Students receive help with comedic material 

development, stage confidence, performance tips, understanding joke structures and personal expression. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application that 

the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $1,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Sean Benolken 

(New York, NY) 

Ernest Disney-Britton 

(Indianapolis, IN) 

Laurel Fisher 

(Nashville, TN) 

Elisheba Johnson  

(Seattle, WA) 

Brittnie Knight  

(Philadelphia, PA) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: The public benefit of the program is well articulated. Outlining multiple goals demonstrates a 

commitment to improving the youth event and taking the next steps. It would have been nice to read more 

about the partnership with local schools, theaters, and arts groups because those collaborations seem like 

a vital component in increasing the enrollment. Rather than relying on brochures, seeking out a diverse set 

of marketing methods may also attract more students. Additionally, the inclusion of alumni from previous 

CCCE years could prove to be a valuable marketing tool. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Hilarious! This application for the Clown Class Comedy Program provides plenty of evidence 

that funding criteria are fully met. My biggest concern is I would like to know more about how they find these 

students. The definition of community was frankly…weak. As readers, I want to know what linked these 

class clown participants? Frankly, I expected to hear that class clowns are defined by school principals as 

the disrupters of school rooms city-wide, or something profound like that but the narrative does not give me 

that clarity. The budget is clear, and I was impressed with their strategy for the match and they have a track 

record in charging those fees and ticket costs. I also give them kudos to the measurements, but please give 

a better definition for the community. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: This project proposal somewhat meets the funding criteria. There are qualified instructors in 

place and I believe the organization is prepared to complete the project effectively, but I am struggling to 

see the public benefit connection. I love that stand-up comedy instruction can be used to build confidence 

and public speaking skills in young people. But when asked how this project will engage community in a 

meaningful way, the answer focused on student recruitment from other children's theater programs. And 

while $50 is affordable for some, this excludes youth from low-income households. At the least, the 

organization should consider a sliding scale fee option to increase accessibility. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This application meets the criteria of public benefit. This project is unique and exciting - I have 

never heard of a workshop that stewards youth into comedy. I would like to see more demonstration that 

they are out reaching to diverse youth but I think this is a valuable and unique program. 

 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 4 
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Score: No 

Comment: The $50 fee with no evidence shown of a system in place to support those that may not be able 

to afford $50, or even have the means to ask for $50 for a parent or guardian creates such an inaccessible 

barrier for so many students that I cannot in good conscience say this meets the public benefit requirements 

for funding. The organization has demonstrated a great following and an engaged group of both students 

and community that are committed to the programming, but that cost barrier creates such an unfortunate 

divide between who is able to access the powerful tools Class Clown Comedy has to offer such as stage 

confidence and personal expression. If there is a system in place to help those that may need financial 

assistance it was not made evident in the supporting materials. I understand the need to develop 

sustainable programming that supports a vibrant organization, but there is a real missed opportunity to 

ensure vibrancy and accessibility in this artistically empowering programming. 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin  India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101  216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 5 

mailto:dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org
mailto:ipierreingram@cacgrants.org

